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The permanent exhibition of applied art presents work by architect and designer Josef Hoffmann and the Wiener Werkstätte workshops (1903–1932).
A set table usually marks a special event. When laying a table, one always makes sure they put the best on it. The Moravian Gallery in Brno has prepared an exhibition entitled “The Set Table” presenting the oeuvre of Josef Hoffmann, one of leading European architects and designers in the first half of the 20th century. This exhibition project is held within the permanent exhibition in the Museum of Applied Arts. The output of Josef Hoffmann and his associates from the Wiener Werkstätte artisan workshops is introduced in the context of the early 20th-century art. It picks up the threads of an eponymous show that took place in the same venue in 1904. In addition, the exhibition symbolizes Josef Hoffmann’s return to Brno, a city that came to play a major part in his artistic development. The placement of the work by Josef Hoffmann and the Wiener Werkstätte within a permanent exhibition will enable a comparison with contemporaneous international products. 


Josef Hoffmann (1870–1956) was one of the most important architects and designers of the first half of the 20th century. In 1903 he established, with his fellow designers Koloman Moser and Fritz Waerndorfer, the Wiener Werkstätte workshops that would set the trends in applied arts in central Europe for almost three decades. His major realizations include the Westend sanatorium in Purkersdorf, near Vienna (1904) and the Stoclet palace in Brussels (1905–1911). Buildings designed by Hoffmann on the territory of the Czech Republic comprise the Poldi Kladno company guest house (1902), the reconstruction of the Eliška spa building in Velké Losiny (1919–1920), and the Sigmund Berl villa in Bruntál (1919–1922). 

   
Josef Hoffmann was very fond of his native house in Brtnice. After his parents’ death in 1907 he had it modified as a summer residence in the spirit of Viennese modernism; at the same time, the house served as a treasure trove of his ideas and inspirations. It is now the Josef Hoffmann Museum and a joint exhibition and work centre of the Moravian Gallery in Brno and the MAK Austrian Museum of Applied and Contemporary Art, Vienna. 


Apart from Brtnice, Josef Hoffmann’s life was also shaped by Brno. His mother came from the village of Přízřenice located nearby, and during his studies Hoffmann stayed with his uncle, a prominent Brno industrialist. Josef Hoffmann studied at the Technical School in Brno where he adopted a progressive approach to architecture that he successfully developed in Otto Wagner’s department at the Vienna Academy. Hoffmann’s Brno school was in close proximity to the Moravian Museum of Applied Arts, the first state institution to purchase Wiener Werkstätte objects for their collections. This occurred on the occasion of “The Set Table” exhibition in 1904, showcasing the highlights of the period applied arts. The updated version of the exhibition introduces the products of the Wiener Werkstätte designed by Josef Hoffmann and further artists associated with the venture such as Koloman Moser, Dagobert Peche, Gudrun Baudisch and Kitty Rix.

   Together with the “Josef Hoffmann. Inspirations” exhibition in the architect’s Brtnice birthplace it makes the most extensive presentation of Josef Hoffmann’s oeuvre in this country, with a host of unique items on display. 

The project The Traces of Modernism — An International Cultural and Museum Trail following the architectural heritage of South Moravia and North-East Austria from the first half of the 20th century is financed by the EU programme for European Cross-border Collaboration Austria — Czech Republic–2013. 
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